The Triangle for Success in Music Study

The teacher, child and parents form a triangle in the music learning process. All three sides of the triangle must be strong to make lessons successful. Each side contributes in different ways.

Teacher: contributes knowledge o f subject matter and professional expertise.

Child: contributes natural learning abilities and interest in subject matter.

Parents: contribute support to both the teacher and child through understanding of the process, cooperation with the teacher, and assistance to the child.

Role of the Parents:

1. Parents are responsible for getting the children to the lesson on time with all the necessary materials. Regular attendance is very important for success.

2. At home, the parents should look through the books with the child. They should discuss the pictures in the books with the child, read the story in the Music Lesson Book to him/her, and listen to the compact discs together.

3. Parents should understand that the child’s interest in music lessons might not maintain a steady pace. The interest will vary from week to week. Parents play a supportive role in encouraging this interest while understanding that it is normal for interest to waiver. Attendance at lessons and practice at home are required activities for the child. Parents should never ask the child if he/she wants to practice or go to the lesson.

4. Adult conversation in the lesson should be minimal. If you have a question, write it down and ask the teacher at the end of the lesson or during a transition.

5. Communication with the teacher is very important for student success. If something is happening at home that would be helpful to the teacher, or if you know strategies that would be motivational for your child, please let the teacher know.

6. Parent should be supportive of lessons yet be non-judgmental about the child’s learning style and abilities. Encourage all class members while avoiding comparisons and competition with other children.

7. Parents are responsible for having the child practice at home. Children are not born with discipline. Routines can help alleviate a lot of the problems with practice time. Choose a regular, non-interrupted daily practice time for weekdays and weekends. Practice should be the same number of minutes as the lesson length each day at a specific time with no interference from the TV, computer or other family members. It is wise to practice as early in the day as possible, keep a record of practice time and establish a reward system for effective practice. Two brief practice times are better than one longer session. The parent should sit near the child during the practice time to assist if the child needs help, especially the few days right after the lesson. 







